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perouf. people an .j .r r:v are quite decently | dreamed on the whole, 
er" elegance ; than b-'fvre Vo rid v.’.nr FT, myi | the far coat-r 
fire Less expensive. Just ar. they did during the German occupation, the 
:dng every effort to defy b&a uime:, and urein ku v.cr.1 a. : , iuati. 
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re particularly snarl. The famous V.'arsaw no croaker s to thi 
produce excellent, handmade ladies ’• shoes. Of course, such shoes are very 
expensive; tie cheapest cost a v out; 300 zl, a pair; others cost up to 800 cl. 
a pair, or as much as the monthly wages of a good specialist. These handmade 
shoes are of every kind and variety, including ball slippers of gold or 
silver leather. Such evening slippers o.re reserved, however, for the wives of 
the biggest bdsr.es: denar tnentu) directors in ministries and mgner, ai^ Uri 
bosses. The patronage ;-f the IJB wives offers excellent protection to these 
'private enterprise! s ' ; oil whom Lhere are still about 50 jor 60 in Warsaw, Hand- 
made shoes for men cost 0GO-8OU the higher price is! for shoes of chamois 

leather. j 

3. "Generally speaking, men are dressed less elegantly than! women. One notices 
immediately ip the streets that no man ever wears a hat. ] Cloth caps are vor- 
instead, 

"It j. r > very al 
of very bad 
and made of g:ju 

very stnaii quantities, to an.tir.fy the needs of the new upper class. It is very 
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ffleuit to find a decent ready-made man's suit; as a rule all are 
nifty. All the decent suits one sees are prdei’ed from tailors 
jiod quality Polish suiting. This matcriul is still produced in 
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expensive Indeed, between 1,000-1,600 zl. for a suit* I j even heard of suiting 
costing fGOO 2 . 1 . per ' coupon 'L These textiles are never sold per meter, only per 
coupon* ( kupon ubraniovy ) which is the quantity needed for a suit. These 'coupons 1 
are mostly sold * half -legally' , l.e., the high official who is entitled to do so 
buys the coupon legally and resells it for the above prices. Not only Polish 
textiles are sold on this half -legal black market. Hitherto a considerable 
prop o rtion >*f the textij.es old 'under hand'i ( pod reka ) have come from gift 

-ent from abroad. The tailoring shops in the great universal department 
stores and the state and cooperative tailoring shops ( spoldzielnie kravieckie ) 
make suits from this good suiting. More often the customer goes to a . call 

jc that there he is less conspicuous, particularly 
These small private tailors work mostly for the 
shoemakers, i.e., high government and Party func- 


private tailor. One reason i 
to the taxation authorities, 
seme customers as the private! 
tionaries and T JB bosses. 


?• 


C hildren 

*' l was very! increased by the children cf the hew upper class. Tney are fit 
physically and excellently dressed. In the Old Tbvn of Warsaw (Stare Mias to) 
as well as in Mariensztad I saw many children wearing fur coats of white or grey 
rabbit. This vaa character! cjtic in Poland before World War II. Of course, the 
explanation is simple, lince the rehabilitation, the Old Town has become a 
privileged (quarter"; almost all th: inhabitants are Stakhanovites at the very 
least. The same in true of Moriensztod, where the children are also veil-dressed 
and well-nourished. In thesej quarters even the adults are well-fed and well - 
dressed. The contrast with other quarters ofj Warsaw is striking. 

6, "The famous universal shop Brecia Jablowocy loan been turned into a Dam Dziecka 
where one Ltn buy everything children need: clothea, footwear, sporting gear, 
toys and tinned children's food. 

Otcra 

7. "The reconstruction of the V.’&raav Opera House, destroyed during World War II, 
ia almost finished. Meanwhile opera performances continue to take place in the 
former Kino Bo ma cinema on Ulica Novogrodzka. ::ome years ago it was decided 

to make use of this cinema hall because it is large and has an excellent deep 
stage and a large organ. Over the years much money has been spent on furnishing 
this hall, though it is only a temporary arrangement. Armchairs and Gtalle are 
of red leather. It is always warm there, 4*2?° centigrade. The ctn^e seems 
well equipped; the scenes are well painted; and the performances show technical 
excellence. The stalls and tne f>ur first rows in the orchestra cost about 30zl. 
This 1 b expensive, but tney are always sold out - the new upper class fills them 

to such an i extent that one has to order tickets a week in advance. 

■ • ! f. 

i ■ ! ; 1 

6. "However, it cannot be said that It ia only the new upper class that goes to the 
opera. Other people, vho sit on cheaper seats, go there to listen to the classical 
repertory which is still almost free from political propaganda. Only in a couple 
of sentences during the performance and in the epilogue is one reminded that 
in a people's democracy, on the Soviet pattern, everything has to serve propa- 
ganda purpose r Apart from this, the performances are very satisfactory. 

9. "The contrast In the clothes of opera and theater-goers is less than before 
World V.'ar II. This does not mean that Poland 1 now lias a more classless society, 

It is merely not deemed suitable to show one's finery in public places. 

i : l. i I 

10, M l saw a ballet rnd also the pantomime 'Coppelia', which was actuully very good, 
despite oil the propaganda that had been introduced into lit. 
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Bristol! va? the most elegant! and best hotel of Y/ar 


e to this day. It has been 


(completely rehabilitated 


It 
and its 


interior has been thoroughly- altered. The former] Dom Kvateruiiko Y.’ojskovego, 
covered with sandstone, vas not damaged during the war. It has also been 
thoroughly overhauled] and looks very elegant. On the other side of the street is 


3-iso a first-class hotel 


the large Hotel Euro, ►inki. (This 
as Bristol. 

Pub 1 ic Tran 5 ror t 


12. "Public meen: of trarifport in Warsaw, the buses and streetcars 


flowing. Instead of the comfortable streetcars of pre World War II, the present 
-rre* tours resemble tlhe light Soviet streetcars with many standing places. 


but not as elegant 


are full to cver- 


13. 


than before the war, 
t ’classless’ society 


"if cne is rich enough to hire n ceb, one is more comfortable 
(Mr noy buys comparatively more comfort in the present Socialit 
than before World Wap jll). The taxicabs are larger than before »the war. They are 
almost exclusively oL jthe Pobeda type, like large American curs. People call 
these ears * 1/2 -Mods 1 or * half -poverty ' • These jtaxis are probably less suitable 


to the needs of the population than those before World War II; the taxis then 


were of different hi?: 1 
traffic. The present] 
are fewer but nx>re e.i 


]es, the] smaller ones being cheaper and also quicker in 
••day authorities consider that it looks better when there 
jegant taxis. They feel thisj is more important than to suit 
the taxis to the paying capacity of the population, (This is not my comment but 
that of my hostess in] (Warsaw | who has lived in War law nil her life. ) 

Gifts i ! I 

ore 


14. ' In recent years 


; rents for Christmas and other! occasions have become more 


and more practical in! (Boland; Apart from the practical presents, people also 
give cheap, but artistically ! beautiful presents, plainly of the so-called 


from clay, wood, and colored i paper. The paper products depict fine flowers, 


plants or animals cut! 
name days and esc 


Food 


In silhouette, uuch presents arc exchanged at birthday; 


15. Contrary to the cu. 
in present-day Fc Land! 


shops, particularly the fooanhops, 
It is said that 


om before World War II, the 
;a: r e often decorated vith lining f lever; 

this is - foviot infljd*. ncc which is absolutely voice me . The shops in ’Warsaw are 
quite clean end mrike £ good impression. ervice depends on the*, shop- in the 
(J.s quite satisfactory; in the suburbs thicre are often 
such I queues waiting patiently in front] of the shops when 
I drove in a car through the j suburbs of Grochow, Brudno, Czyste, and Mokotov 


center 

enoimcv 


jf the town it 

OU " ‘ . _ r, 


16. "Prices of foodstuff * 


The shops there* looked very dirty and the goods on sale seemed! much poorer than 
in the canter of the (town. 


are almost the rime all over ’/arsavr. At] present tea costs 


pO zl. per kilogram, coffee 301 zl. per kg. Oranges have become much cheaper of 
Late: They coot only] tO-oQ zl. per kg instead of | 30 21. apiece. Cbaiwa, a 
Turkish sweetmeat mad? from almonds, nuts, honey etc., io good and in very great 
demand, particularly among young people. It is comparatively cheap, costing only 
27 zl. per kg* Chocolate, particularly We dels (fimoun before fs'orld War II all 
over Poland, at; veil Us in Farit; and even in Stockholm after the war) is in very 
groat demand. However, it id of poor quality, ijt is said tha^ the better 
varieties are ‘exported’ directly to Moscow; the Soviet civil servants and 
officers buy the remainder arid send it to the USSR in considerable quantities. 
Ordinary Poles cannot afford jto buy chocolate. Diring a few short periods before 
Christmas Boknlie (made of nuts, dates, figD, raisins, and dried fruit) was in 
quite good supply. Ilivever, lit vanished quickly from the shops and the next 
shipments had not arrived as of late February. It was said that the best shops 
in the center of Warsaw still had some, reserved for ’select.' customers. 
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. . . "Various kinds of sardine - t’sksd ir. oil sre in comparatively good supply. Sausage 
is in quite sufficient aur. ply. Tne regime seem-.. to be making great efforts on 
•iu sages which were ar-ayr. very popular in Poland. The so -cal ‘.ad nucha kle.lbasn i 
(dried sausage) is in great demand, also Jalowcowa klelbasa and krak o yska * These j 
are the three beat kinds ci sausage available^ However, in ell shops on certain j 
days certain kinds of sausage will be lacking# This is also true of the dj.ferent 
kinds of butter { stolove , so love , do ootrav , etc), | 

18. "Since 9 February 195- extremely high duties have been charged on gif t parcels 
fnom I abroad. Humors that circulated in advance were widespread - people vent 

. ■ - i .. ,-.1 .... ,iamo nrHnn t\V|n t '.nPPd : UTl i 


I abroad. Humors that circulated in advance vere widespread - people vent 
30 for as to write sad telephone relatives abros.d, demanding that they speed; up 
their narcelSo The rumr.ra vere mainly two: 


a, Tir* first raid that the /-rvericans had. approached the Polish government c ther 
official y or tcnii*'Ctilclsl2y an d asked to be allowed to send iocd.ttu.-fs jto 
the Poles through ?o It h ••/•me r 1 c an org ani t a tier.' , this on account of the 


j i f i icult food situs. tic; 
j;p government : rs serve * 


duty on 

sijl gif* if 

'.traduced at once 

.Another 

cv.planatlor., far r* 

probable, was 

foreign 

currency on tro r e* 

rime v.v. ; - 1 o great 

oarcel i 

procedure. 



r. Poland, Eventually the fooll vas to come from ! the 
f.is -ironG ^-l was rejected immediately, .. ’1 high! 


the author! tic*" changed ti 


Instead of allowing the gift parcels to arrive one by one, without any profit 
to the states it canned to cense! si relative- and friends abroad tc goj to j 
PKO ; (Polcks Kfica Cszccedncsci; ;r* the jil or P«ris, nominally tv C independent banks 
but. ac tunl ly branch e s of tne polish Postal Havings Bank, to submit checks there j 
for transmittal tc Poland* There the donees are entitled jto receive certaihj 
goods in gi A at demand for cho^e checks, c«g», food parcels, of excellent quaLity, 
co? ?.li (which cost »j; 335 krenas per ton in Poland.) for home juse, good suiting, j etc. 
pven bicycle*], motorcycles ojvi agricultural machinery may jbe obtained in thep 
manner; in the country one is offered cove and sheep. Thus the regime will j 

attain two vr*?: it vvr.; * tc prove that all rumor a about a bad food situation 
in. Poland arc wrong;: it sc /.tire**-. foreign currency which -- urgently needed. J '•*'** \ 

should be noted that the trices doru.r.bcd nve about 30 per cent higher than the ; 
current' market price:*, and nobody ir. pc .land i, = . capabl e of paying them. The j 
Pol /ire writing to oc;/.:ainv:.reer> abroad and begging their heir, in the form of 
• uch checks. Unfortur.-te! y they overestimate considerably the wealth of the 
refugees. Tlaarly ht '.w in tht- form will drop considerably. 

19. ’’All secondhand j’rtic -s *: ure to date free of duty. Thus oid clothes etc. cm 

be bent 1 duty-free, .'...-though it is not certain that the regime will allow thjLs to j 

continue. 

Pinal Impressions 

vK>. ~ final I5cre?&l-:- of Var.av wa that although the regime does everything jin j 
it-v power to* make the everyday life in the capital ‘happier and merrier', according 
to tht Co mm unist ;ropag/incla, the inhabitants of Warsaw nrniue considerably cess 
than before V/ojcu-u War 1.1 and rarely laugh, Thvy walk very quietly on the.r 
’road towards social lm'. On the ether hand, the people looked healthier toan 
I nc!f? expected. They vrr'* not wry pale. Thi : might have beer* cue to -at; ; 
temderature; -8-l? c cent i grace te-ov -ore.. ; 
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